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President’s Notes – January 2021
We have a new committee after the AGM in September, 2020. Welcome to Jess and Katrina and
farewell (with thanks) to Sam. Otherwise the committee has remained the same. Committee
meetings are held monthly at 7.30 pm on the second Thursday of the month at a convenient central
committee member’s house. Any KDWA member is welcome to attend – contact us at
kdwa.tas@gmail.com to let us know you will be coming and to find out the location.
If you do choose to come along, what will you see? Nine people sitting around a table, with maybe a
little wine and cheese, in a relaxed and convivial atmosphere until the Chairman (me!) calls for an
official start. The proceedings begin with confirmation of the minutes of the previous meeting, a
financial and membership report, and any correspondence. Then the fun begins – General Business.
The agenda will have up to a dozen items to be dealt with. Sometimes it is hard to believe we have
so much to discuss, but it all seems important. For example, we explore funding opportunities that
come up. It was just such a discussion that led to obtaining funding from the Tasmanian Community
Fund that allowed us to upgrade the Dru Point dog park. We also consider various State and local
council planning matters and developments, and often choose to give feedback to try and ensure that
the needs of families with dogs are considered as part of the planning process.
Recently we have discussed two documents prepared by new committee member, Jess. These are
aimed at easing the difficulties in renting a home if you own a dog. One document is for renters and
the other is for landlords, and they provide information that we hope helps make renting with dogs
easier. We are in the process of distributing these to real estate agents and renters.
Other matters we discuss include ideas for fund raising, a membership survey, updated membership
forms including an electronic version, links with other dog groups, updates on dog park
improvements, and upcoming dog walks. Discussion is robust but always civil and respectful. We
approach the end of the meeting at 9.30pm having all had our say and agreeing on almost
everything. But wait, there’s more! We’ve forgotten Other Business, items that didn’t make it in
time for the agenda. Thankfully these are usually dealt with fairly quickly and we finish almost on
time.
And now we start a new year with the hope that better times are ahead. However, the pandemic is
still with us and, while it would not do to become complacent, we are fortunate to live where we do,
thanks significantly to the ‘moat’ that has helped keep us safe.
I hope you’ve had a wonderful and safe Christmas and that the New Year is safe and good.
Cheers, Peter.

KDWA CALENDAR
•

Jan 14

7.30 pm

Committee Meeting

•

Feb 14

9.30 am

Coningham-Snug Point track *

•

Feb 18

7.30 pm

Committee Meeting

•

Mar 11

7.30 pm

Committee Meeting

•

Mar 14

9.30 am

Taroona Foreshore*

•

Apr 8

7.30 pm

Committee Meeting

•

April 11

9.30am

Kingston Beach*

*Chats & Wags (on-lead walks)
More detail can be found on our website, including Google maps links to help you
know where to be.
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Coping Strategy - Why Reactive Dogs React
January 4, 2021 Sally Gutteridge
Reviewed by K. Ward
A website called Canine Principles recently posted an article on “Reactive Dogs”. This is a
common term used for dogs that bark, lunge, pull towards and look highly menacing towards other
dogs or people. In truth, all dogs “react” to stimuli. What this article is really about is hyperreactive dogs.
The article mentions that these hyper-reactive dogs are having an emotional response, such as fear,
when faced with certain stimuli, and their reactivity is their “coping strategy”.
Coping strategies are a means of survival. If a dog perceives a threat, or danger, and takes means to
avoid the threat or make it go away, it is more likely to survive. The dog can learn from this
experience and then use it in all similar contexts. This can be a very normal learning pattern for
many dogs. However, some dogs perceive threats when they’re not really a threat (call this a
negative bias or anxiety). This will elicit the stress response whenever they are in such a situation.
Most puppies are optimists and do not perceive new situations as scary, but as a curiosity. They will
usually happily engage with new people and dogs. If well socialised and nurtured, this positivity
can remain with the puppy as it matures. The sensitive period for socialisation is between 4 and 16
weeks of age, so it is very important young pups are exposed to as many benign (non-scary)
situations, environments and animals as possible during this time. This will help develop resilience
in your pup and make them less prone to anxiety/ stress responses in new situations.
However, the article does highlight that all dogs are unique and their personality may tend towards
a negative bias. Their stress response may be more easily elicited. This might be genetic, or may be
as a result of previous experiences and what the dog has learned from them.
It has some lovely advice about helping these dogs develop new coping strategies by managing
situations in such a way that the dog chooses different methods for a positive outcome. It stresses
the importance of giving your dog choice “to empower them with the belief that they can choose to
do something and succeed at it”.
Tightening the leash and forcing your dog to walk head on towards another dog is not giving him
choice, is increasing his stress levels and is disempowering. However, turning the other way can
give your dog the choice to follow you, stay still or approach the other dog. Being able to leave a
tense situation is a great, rewarding choice to make. Better still, we could set up our walks so that
space can be managed between dogs and no head to head approaches need to be made, such as
walking in a large open space. Keeping triggers or stimuli at a safe distance means keeping them far
enough away so your dog is not experiencing stress. If stressed, they are just reacting. If below the
stress threshold, they are capable of thinking about choices and learning from them. If you can
actively reward (i.e. treat) your dog for making better choices, win-win!!
Let us know what you think about the article:
LINK: https://www.canineprinciples.com/blog/reactive-dogs-coping-strategy
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Dog’s Breakfast - Christopher Johnson Memorial Park
Nearly a dozen KDWA members met at 8 AM on January 10 at the barbecue at the park for our
first social event for the year.
But the event was wrongly named, I think! The egg and bacon buns, ably cooked by Georgia Clark
& Peter McIntosh and assisted by Ailsa Richard, were tasty and everyone enjoyed them but the
canines present had to watch on with envy.
To the dogs’ delight, relief came at the end when the left-overs were shared with them.

Chats & Wags - November

A pleasant walk on the Mt Pleasant track provided a good opportunity for a canine youngster to
meet a very large animal – great socialisation by its owner!

Planned ‘Chats & Wags’ Walks – February-April
Meet up with other KDWA members and their dogs for a walk. Walks are held on the second
Sunday of each month and start at 9.30 am
February 14

Coningham
Meet at the boat sheds off Coningham Road at Coningham beach. We’ll walk along Snug
Point track heading south towards Legacy beach, this is a fairly flat bush track out and back.
Distance will be guided by the group’s needs. Morning tea @ Margate Train, outside.

March 14

Taroona Foreshore
Meet at Taroona Beach carpark. Taroona Beach is accessed via Taroona Crescent. There
are toilets, bins and bags off the carpark. We’ll follow the foreshore path as far as Taroona
High School. The walk is mostly gravel track and mostly flat. It’s an out and back walk
and distance will be guided by the group.
Morning tea @ Picnic Basket, outside.

April 11

Kingston Beach
Meet at Tyndall Beach carpark which is accessed via Tyndall Road. There are toilets, bins
and bags off the carpark. This is a flat, easy walk of about 1.5 km return. We’ll walk over
the white foot-bridge, along to Balmoral Road, towards Beach Road and back towards the
Esplanade.
Morning tea @Fika, outside.
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HE CREPT AROUND THE CORNER …. By Carl Mann
“Oh, what a beautiful day”, Jack thought as he wandered down the gorgeous avenue, a lovely
double row of poplars in full leaf. The sun was beaming down from a cloudless sky and a light
warm breeze added a touch of magic to the day. On either side, wooden cottages were surrounded
by lush gardens bursting with flower beds. In the distance Jack could see a group of tall pine trees.
He recognized them, as they were quite close to his home. He was in no hurry and he continued in
his relaxed way, stopping now and again to examine something that had taken his attention – ahh! the joy of life, what could be better?
He was coming up to the pine trees that he’d seen before. They were on the far side of a cul-de-sac
only a few doors from his home. His pace quickened a little as he contemplated a snack and a drink
on his arrival.
He reached the corner of the cul-de-sac and glanced in. He froze at what he saw sitting there in the
middle of the road with his back to him - a large ginger tom. He immediately recognized him as his
old friend/foe Rastus. Oh, joy of joys! Rastus was totally unaware of him, being more interested in
the wash and brush up he was indulging in. An opportunity like this only comes up occasionally
and is certainly not to be passed up.
Jack hunkered down, dug in his paws, then leaped forward barking shrilly. Rastus leaped into the
air, his tail bottle-brushing in his fright. He made a beeline for the nearest pine tree and hurtled up
its trunk as though all the hounds of hell were after him, which, indeed, it sounded like. Not until he
reached the highest limb did Rastus stop. Not until then did he look down at his pursuer. He snarled
when he saw who it was.
“Jack, what the devil do you think you are doing? I’ve just lost half of my lives over that.”
By this stage Jack was convulsed, in a doggy way, with mirth at his successful ambush. “That will
teach you to sit there not paying attention.”
Rastus glared at him and snarled again, “When it comes to lessons you’re just about to get one too”.
At which he took off down the tree even faster than he’d climbed it. Jack took one look at the sight
of an angry cat armed with vicious claws and decided that discretion was much the better part of
valour and took off as fast as he could. He reached the corner of the Cul-de-Sac and headed for
home at high speed – a Jack Russell in flight is much faster than even the angriest of cats – and he
had disappeared through his front gate and the dog door before Rastus had even reached the corner.
He slowed down to a smart trot, had a long drink of water, hopped into his bed and prepared for a
well-deserved snooze after his morning’s excitement. Just before he nodded off he thought sleepily,
“What a delightful corner I crept around”.

Thought for a new year
Life should not be a journey to the grave with the intention of arriving safely in a pretty and wellpreserved body, but rather to skid in broadside in a cloud of smoke, thoroughly used up, totally
worn out and loudly proclaiming: “Wow, what a ride!” (Hunter S. Thompson)
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KDWA membership boxes
New signs have been put up for the KDWA membership-form boxes at the dog parks in Dru Point
and Kingston View Drive. The boxes hold membership application forms so those who use the
space and would like to support the work can do so.
It's the work of KDWA that has made these areas available, improving the physical and mental
wellbeing of our community. It’s great to see these spaces being used by so many on a daily basis.
As a member, you can help by encouraging non-members to take a form and join KDWA.

Kingston View Drive

Dru Point

Being bush-fire-ready for your dogs in a fire emergency
Have you thought about Emergency Preparedness for your dog?
How would you handle your dog in an emergency? Do you have any arrangements in place? Is
your dog crate-trained to enable easy transport and sharing of shelter facilities? If you answered yes
to these questions, well done. If not, read on!
Bushfire preparedness is relevant to us all, especially those on the outskirts and more heavily treed
areas of Kingborough. Although we live in a mostly urban zone, we can’t take protection in a fire
emergency for granted. Please be prepared, for the sake of yourself and your dogs, and share this
information with others.
On 5th December 2020, the Huon Valley Council held a Bushfire Ready Expo, to build on lessons
learned from the past fire season. Advice regarding dogs and small animals was contributed by the
Huon Valley Dog Walking Association (HVDWA - a fellow member of the Tasmanian Dog
Walking Clubs Inc.).
At the HVDWA stall there was a crate training display, with ‘Snowy’ the plush dog, and handouts
about crate training and caring for small pets in emergencies. Congratulations to the HVDWA
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organisers who helped spread information about something that, for many people, doesn’t cross
their mind until it is too late.
These are some key points, adapted from HVDWA information sheets.
GENERAL EMERGENCY CHECKLIST
Create a laminated checklist of essential items. All items to be in a designated spot, an easy to
reach location, and known to all householders.
ü Crate
ü Food (shelf stable) plus collapsible bowls or disposable containers – think about how many
days it might need to last.
ü Water
ü Pet ID
ü Leash/collar plus spares, securely attached to crate for when dog needs exercise or toilet.
ü Bushfire first aid kit for dogs
ü Crate ID
ü Dog’s photo, if possible
ü Dog’s name
ü Owner’s name, address, phone number
ü Secondary contact
ü Vet contact
ü Summary of dog’s age, temperament, dietary and any medication needs
ü Emergency accommodation options
ü Friends or family
ü Temporary foster carer/s
ü Boarding kennels
ü Dog-friendly accommodation
ü Vet – if your dog is found and you cannot be reached, would they take your dog until you are
notified? Sign any documents about treatment for stress, burns or injury.
At evacuation centres in times of emergency, pets will be obliged to stay in a crate, whether it is
their own or another. Even if your dog does not have its own crate, it would be a good idea to
acclimatise your dog to being in a confined space.
In case of separation:
ü Microchips – if someone finds your dog and does not have a microchip reader, they will not be
able to provide quick help and reunification. Pet registry database may be useful but be aware
that contact is through third party and could cause delays. Database records must be kept up to
date.
ü Create a ‘Lost Dog’ advert, ready on your mobile phone, to post on social media/notice boards.
ü Prepare a ‘Pet Rescue Notice’ to display in an obvious place at your home property, in case
your dog needs evacuation in your absence.
Hopefully we can stay safe from fire and snakes this summer.
Also, KDWA still has stock of ‘Dog Home Alone’ keyring tags. Purchases would be appreciated as
a way to support KDWA, as well as practically useful for yourself. While these tags are not an
answer to bushfires, they are a preparedness measure for those emergencies that could happen in
any season.

7

KDWA online purchases
‘Dog Home Alone’ key ring (www.dogwalkingtas.org.au/kdwa-keyring)
This keyring will give you peace of mind and may save your dog’s life.
Attach the keyring to your
set of keys and, on the back,
write the name and phone
number of someone who is
willing and able to look after
your dog in an emergency.
Cost: $6 for one or $10 for
two plus $5 postage, or
phone 0419306021 to collect
from a committee member.
KDWA Clothing (www.dogwalkingtas.org.au/kdwa-clothing)
T-shirts, windcheaters and hoodies for men and women, available in
all sizes and a range of colours.
Instructions for ordering are on the webpage. Delivery takes about
two weeks; pay on delivery.
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