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President’s Notes – September 2020

As the weather gets warmer and you
look for new adventures with your dog,
consider checking out the revamped Dru
Point Dog Park at Margate. Your
committee, led by Tony Walch and Venie
Phillips, initiated a project to upgrade the
old dog agility equipment. They applied
for and were successful in getting a grant
from the Tasmanian Community Fund,
and with the substantial help of
Kingborough Council, we now have
some new facilities at Dru Point.
There is new dog agility equipment in the
south west corner and a further two
tunnels, courtesy of an anonymous
donor – thank you! There is also a
separate puppy area in the north west
corner (near the furthest BBQ shelter),
two doggy water points, plus one for humans, and two new seats. The puppy area is labelled
as having priority for vaccinated puppies under 9 months, but this area can also be used by
other dogs requiring a separate area when no puppies are present.
We are now thinking about our next projects, including use of the central section at Dru
Point recently vacated by TasWater, and the possibility of improvements to Apex Park in
Taroona. There is also a separate fenced area being created within Kingston View Dog Park
in the next 12 months, and this will probably be for shy/elderly/less-energetic dogs. If you
have other ideas, let us know.

When walking your dogs, particularly in dog parks, be aware that there have been some
cases of canine coronavirus. For more info, see https://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/Documents/MEDIA
RELEASE Canine Coronavirus Update 0603202.pdf
The KDWA Annual General Meeting is coming up. It is being held at the Kingston Library at
7pm on Thursday 10 September. I encourage all members to come along and vote for your
new committee, listen to the guest speaker (Michael Sertori, the CEO of Dogs’ Homes of
Tasmania), and partake of refreshments and mingle afterwards.
th

Finally, I would like to thank the outgoing committee for their enthusiasm and good humour
through a busy and difficult year. They have been a wonderful group of people to work with
and have diverse skills to tackle almost any issue. Thank you!
Cheers, Peter.

KDWA CALENDAR
Sep 5

12 noon

Wag & Chat

Dru Point Park, Margate

Sep 10

7.30 pm

Annual General Meeting

Kingston Library

Oct 4

12 noon

Wag & Chat

Blackmans Bay Beach

Oct 8

7.30 pm

Committee Meeting

Oct 18

11.00 am Wags ‘n’ Snags Event

Middleton

Nov 12 7.30 pm

Committee Meeting

Nov 29 9.00 am

Grand Day Out (walk)

Bruny Is Ferry, Kettering

Dec 27 8.00 am

Wag & Chat

Christopher Johnson Park

Please check our website for more details and any changes to the program.
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Opening of the enhanced Dru Point Exercise area

Photo: Kingborough Chronicle
On Sunday 26 July the weather smiled on KDWA and welcomed us to Dru Point dog
exercise area. About 40 people turned up for the official opening of the revitalised area. The
Mayor, Dean Winter arrived with his puppy, Buzz, together with other Councillors. Short
speeches were made by our President, Dr Peter McIntosh, Mayor Dean Winter and Frank
Barta who represented the Tasmanian Community Fund which provided the Grant that
funded most of the improvements.

Some of our canine companions got bored with the speeches and started their own
entertainment before the ribbon was cut by Venie Phillips and Tony Walch. Dr Katrina
Ward and Sampson showed off the agility area with Sampson persevering despite the
distractions posed by all the people and dogs milling around.

It has taken us nearly two years to complete these improvements to the area. Why so long?
Well, first a small committee was formed to find out what the users of the dog exercise
area wanted. And then, after consulting with Council, we sought financial help as our
KDWA membership fee of $15 p.a. would not cover the costs of the equipment and the
labour involved. We applied for a number of grants and in 2019 succeeded, getting a grant
from the Tasmanian Community Fund. Kingborough Council’s contribution was extremely
helpful: they provided the fencing for the extended area for puppies and agreed to install the
equipment and do physical work on site at much discounted rates. All this enabled us to go
ahead with our plans.
The cost of the upgrade was split as follows: Tasmanian Community Fund $11,650.00;
KDWA $1200 in cash plus many hours of supervision and advice; Kingborough Council
covered the remaining $2000 by installing all equipment and completing the necessary
fencing.
What do we now have?
We have:
o a brand-new area for puppies (priority) and other less mobile dogs, with 2 bench seats,
some agility equipment and water on tap, and

o an extended and revamped dog agility area, a new water system for dogs and humans
and an extra seat. It’s worth noting that, whilst the old treated pine bridge and table seemed
safe and in good order, the wear on them both was in fact terminal.

How do we see the future?
We hope to continue to upgrade the existing facilities by working on the track, improving
the old water system by the main gate, and putting in double gates at the main entry point.
The ex TasWater site apparently needs two years to clear the contamination (it’s had one
year) so the area should become available in a year’s time. Presently TasWater owns the
site but it is expected to revert to the Council. About half of the TasWater site will be
available but drainage to the area will be needed before it can be used. Our aim is to use it
as an area for very active dogs - those which need a lot of exercise, such as chasing balls and
each other! This would allow the traditional walk to be used for socialising and for those
who walk more sedately.
Tony Walch (0458 295 399) would welcome any other suggestions.

Escape – a dog’s adventure
A slight snuffle and a twitch were the only signs of life from the sleeping form curled
up on the bed. Slowly he became aware of a voice calling; after a time he became
conscious that the call was directed at him. “Sam, hey Sam, wake up it’s time for
walkies – stir yourself”. Valiantly Sam tried to ignore the voice that was disturbing his
blissful slumber. Blast, it was too insistent and he could feel himself coming back to
reality just as he was about to sink his fangs into that ginger tom’s bum. “Curse,” he
thought and finally surrendered to the inevitable.
He opened one eye cautiously and trained it on the human doing the calling. It was
the bigger of the two that served him. “What did he want this time?” Sam thought.
“Probably wants to get me to do a wee again. Crickey, I only did one an hour ago.” He
looked at the man and yawned, exposing an enormously long red tongue and snowy
white fangs. Sam rolled onto his back and stretched his legs out, exposing his chest
and stomach. Immediately the man reached down and rubbed his chest. “Ah,”
thought Sam, “very nice. I’ve got him well trained,” as he luxuriated in the attention.
“Ok Sam,” said the man, “let’s get this harness on and then we’re off to Dru Point”.
Sam’s interest immediately perked up and he permitted the indignity of having his red
harness shoved over his head and clipped around his chest. He did have to admit,
that the red of the harness showed off well against his jet-black fur – very smart
indeed.
The only thing left to do was a quick run around the living room to loosen up before
off. This had the dual effect of being good fun and getting the two humans yelling at
him to stop as he skidded off the carpets on his turns.
Oops, they had him cornered. Oh well, might as well give in and go off to the dog
park. Dutifully he stood whilst his lead was attached to his harness. He made it as
difficult as he could by wriggling as the man tried to clip the lead on. The heavy
breathing whilst this went on made it even more fun than the run around the room.
Now it was out the door and off to the car. Of course this was via all the wallaby poo
littering the garden and footpath. Ah! The joy of being a potty poodle in the prime of
life. A quick lift and he was in the back of the Ute and the door to his cage was open
to receive him. Sam noted with satisfaction that his bed was there ready for him to
rest on or tear it apart, whichever took his fancy. “Hmm,” he thought. “I think I’ll just
rest and conserve my energy today. Trudo might be there and in need of a run.”
Trudo was one of his friends he had convinced his humans it was ok for him to run
with in the puppy area. As Trudo was much bigger than him he usually spent most of
his time on his back having his neck chewed – gorgeous fun as only a dog could
know.
By the time they arrived Sam was in a fine state of excitement, standing up at the
cage gate squeaking with joy at the thought of the coming fun. Off to the puppy pen
gate mostly on two legs really added spice to the day; he had the “old bloke” puffing
and panting in no time.
“I must not forget to get behind him at the gate so the lead is across his legs,”
thought Sam, “much more fun that way you know”.
“At last,” he thought as the lead was unclipped. Immediately he took off at full speed
down the fence. No one here as yet but a couple of good runs were the order of the
day. “Yippee, let’s check out all the beauty pongs and see who has been here. Hmm
yes, a border collie, a dachsund and a fox terrier”. Another couple of quick laps, by
which time the “old bloke” had collapsed into the seat breathing heavily – “poor old
bastard is well past it,” laughed Sam. “Still he’s got some treats in his pocket so I

shouldn’t forget that, why I’ll even come for one of them when he calls. But in the
mean-time I’ll just check out the rest of the joint and see what’s around”. In no time
Sam was deeply immersed in what he was doing, fantastic things to discover.
Ah! Finally - a call at last - it was time for a treat. “Where was he? Ah yes, over there
sitting on that large pipe thing. Still I mustn’t rush over. I will just do it quietly and
keep him waiting – don’t want to spoil him now”.
“Ah, a delicious nibble, just what I needed. Best bit is there will be more to come”.
Sam took off immediately in case the man wanted to grab him for some reason. Sam
was lightning fast and it was almost impossible to get a hold of him if he didn’t want
to be grabbed. He tore off around the fence.
Yippee, there was Trudo coming around the corner. “Joy of joys,” he yipped, “now
the fun begins”. Half a dozen laps of the fence and they were both panting heavily but
having the time of their lives. Oh, the joy of youth and life to run free feeling the wind
past your ears.
On the last lap he could see the “old bloke” and Trudo’s lady talking. “Was Trudo
coming into the puppy area?” he hoped. “So much more to do in here than running
up and down the fence – paws crossed”.
Just in case, Sam sprinted down to the inside gate which let you out into the big
dogs’ area - a place that Sam had dreamed of going into for a long time but so far the
“old bloke” had been too quick for him and always had hold of him before the gate
was opened. But maybe today, who knows?
They were all at the gate, Trudo trying to get in, his lady reaching for the catch, the
“old bloke” reaching for Sam’s harness. Suddenly the gate was open, there was a gap
between Trudo and the gate post. This was Sam’s chance, he made a bolt for it and he
was through and free. Yippee! ESCAPE at last! The whole of the big dog area was
there for him.
Behind Sam he could hear the “old bloke” calling to him, “Sam, Sam, come, nibbles! “
“Hah, you must be joking,” thought Sam. “Trudo and I are going to enjoy this escape
out here in the wide world. But don’t worry, I’ll come back in a little time, after all I will
need my dinner later.”
As they zipped around a bush he could hear faintly in the distance, “Sam, Sam, come
back you blasted dog. Sam!” But the escape went on and on.
Carl Mann

Items Available for Ordering Online:

‘Dog home alone’ key ring
This keyring will give you peace of mind and may even save your dog’s life, if you live alone.
Attach the keyring to your set of keys and, on the back, write the name and phone number
of someone who is willing and able to look after your dog in an emergency.
Cost: $6 for one or $10 for two plus $5 postage, or phone 0419306021 to collect from a
committee member.

CLICK HERE TO BUY ‘DOG HOME ALONE’ KEY RING

KDWA Clothing
T-shirts, windcheaters and hoodies for men and women, available in all
sizes and a range of colours.
Instructions for ordering are on the webpage. Delivery takes about two
weeks; pay on delivery.

CLICK HERE TO BUY ‘KDWA CLOTHING’

COVID-19 and dogs to the rescue!
For many years, dogs have been using their incredible abilities to help us - as seeing-eye
dogs and as assistant dogs for people with a range of disabilities. They have been trained to
detect drugs, explosives and prohibited foods at our borders. They are also used to sniff out
the presence of people trapped because of earthquakes and other disasters.
More recently, dogs have been used to detect conditions such as cancer, narcolepsy,
migraines, low blood sugar levels, and even high stress levels, often before symptoms
appear.
Research has shown that dogs can detect the presence of specific Volatile Olfactory
Compounds (VOCs) caused by a viral infection in people.
Now, University of Adelaide researchers are working with international partners to train
sniffer dogs to detect COVID-19 infection. It is hoped the first COVID-19 detection dogs
could be working within months. Dogs could be deployed in airports and also be used to
screen staff in hospitals and travellers in quarantine.
Dr Anne-Lise Chaber and Dr Susan Hazel from the University of Adelaide’s School of
Animal and Veterinary Sciences are coordinating the Australian arm of this international
alliance, with local dogs being made available through organisations in various States. This
includes Detector Dogs Australia, based in Melbourne.
The study will test the sensitivity and specificity of canine olfactory detection of VOCs
induced by COVID-19 in comparison to those of standard diagnostic laboratory testing.
The international team, led out of the National Veterinary School in Alfort, France, has
preliminary results showing specialised working dogs can detect COVID-19 VOCs in
patients, with some recording a 100% success rate.
Promising indications also show dogs trained in this way are able to identify infected
individuals prior to development of symptoms, or in those who are otherwise
asymptomatic. This would be a powerful tool for effective control of COVID-19 in
Australia.
“Dogs are trained in the same way as dogs that detect explosives. If results from our local
study are positive we will be able to move to the clinical screening phase,’’ Dr Chaber said.
“According to recent studies, dogs are not susceptible to SARS-CoV2 and the virus cannot
replicate in them.
“COVID-19 dog detectors will be a reliable, repeatable, cheap, easy and fast way to screen
or pre-screen potential cases." Dr Anne-Lise Chaber. “This tool will become crucial when
borders reopen or if we face another wave.”
https://www.adelaide.edu.au/newsroom/news/list/2020/07/30/covid-19-dogs-could-besniffing-out-cases-in-months

Digby, a Labradoodle, training in the
UK.
MDD/NEIL POLLOCK

Annual General Meeting
The AGM will be held at 7 pm on Thursday 10 September at the Kingston Library.
After the AGM formalities, our guest speaker will be Michael Sertori, the CEO of Dogs’
Homes of Tasmania.Supper will be available, with the opportunity to meet other members
and your new committee.
Nomination, proxy and membership forms are available
at: https://www.dogwalkingtas.org.au/kdwa-about
ALL MEMBERS ARE WELCOME - WE’D LIKE TO SEE THE ROOM FULL OF
DOG LOVERS!

November 19 - The Grand Day Out for
Members and Dogs
As a pre-Christmas event, we’re organizing a ‘Members Only’ fun day on Bruny Island. Meet
us at the Kettering Ferry for the 9 AM trip.
Activities will include the Heritage walk at Dennes Point, a visit to the Bruny Island Cheese
Factory (booked), lunch (and a short romp on the beach) at Adventure Bay and a visit to
the Bruny Island House of Whiskey (time-permitting) before the return ferry trip back.
Check our website and/or Facebook page closer to the date to confirm details
Note: Costs are not covered by KDWA and you must be a current (2020-2021)
financial member to come along. Follow the link at the end of the next article
if you need to renew your membership.

Membership drive
A big thank you to those members who have renewed their membership for 2020-2021.
Our ability to lobby on behalf of Kingborough dog owners (and their dogs) is largely
dependent on the number of members we have. The more members we have, the more
effective our organisation will be.
In recent years we have achieved a lot but there is still more we would like to do. You can
help us by encouraging other dog owners to join us. Word of mouth is always the best form
of advertising so please tell your dog-owning friends and acquaintances about KDWA and
the work we do.
Membership gives direct access to our newsletter, insurance cover on our walks, friendly
fellowship, and will help us continue to serve the Kingborough community as we lobby for
your dog and you.
Here is the link to our web-page where you will find membership options and an online
form:
www.dogwalkingtas.org.au/kdwa-contact-membership .

