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It seems to have been a long wet Winter and Spring this year. So who isn’t ready for Summer to dry out the mud and warm
our bones? When the sun does arrive, we’ll be ready to visit some of the beautiful beaches in the Huon Valley with our
furry friends where they can run and swim to their hearts delight!
If you haven’t been for a walk with us, it’s a great time to start! See the list of our final walks for 2022 on Page 9 which
includes Verona Sands and Randalls Bay!

Keep your dog safe and happy this Summer
The holiday season is fast approaching. Christmas and New
Year parties, travelling, heatwaves, snakes and bushfires
are all part of the season and our pets need extra care to
keep them as calm, comfortable and safe as possible.
Summer Survival Guide—The 9th edition of the HVDWA
Summer Survival Guide will be out soon. It focuses on sharing
information to help you through the holiday season. If you’re planning
a road trip, camping holiday or have friends visiting, we’ve also provided you with a
list of dog friendly accommodation, cafes and exercise areas.
The guide will be available at cafes, pet retail outlets and other selected venues in
the Huon Valley.
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HUON VALLEY DOG WALKING ASSOCIATION
President’s Report 2021—2022
So we have celebrated our 10th anniversary and have moved into our 2nd decade. It has been a challenging year but we are
still going strong and have continued our good working relationship with Huon Valley Council. Indeed, the other day a
council employee told me they like our group because we don’t just complain about things we work with Council to fix them.
We are still members of the Huonville Recreation Ground Management Advisory Committee and the Ranelagh Recreation
Ground Management Advisory Committee. We are also currently in discussion with Council about funding improved access
to one of the entrances to Cygnet Dog Park and adding facilities to all the dog parks. We would also like to thank Council for
their speed in repairing flood damaged fences at Cygnet and Geeveston dog parks and installing double gates at the same
time.

In our support of Council we participated in the Car Park Carnival on World Mental Health Day. Congratulations go to our
canine members Rubel and Helen for adding to the cheerful atmosphere as they entertained the many children in
attendance. Mary is also raising money for mental health by walking long distances with her two canine companions and
she is taking an active role in organising a Christmas Competition of Children’s Art with the Huon News, for which she also
deserves congratulations.
We also contributed an article about the positive benefits of dog ownership to the Seniors Week Feature in the Huon News.
Thanks to Heather, who also produces ‘Tales of the Valley’ and the ‘Summer Survival Guide’, for writing that as well as
numerous other articles and doing all the minutes this year. Of course our main purpose continues to be walks and I thank
Jo for her efforts in organising varied walks as well as taking on the President’s role when I was out of action. (If I have my
way she’ll keep on running the meetings too because she doesn’t put up with any nonsense.)
One sad thing is that we have lost Karen, our previous treasurer, as she has moved but thank goodness Neala, who has
previously been treasurer, was prepared to use her experience to step into the role. Thankyou Neala. We still have to find a
solution to the loss of our Xmas party venue, which was at Karen’s, but we are working on that. And I won’t forget Kerry who
can be relied upon to enhance our fundraising efforts especially when we are outside Woolworths. It’s amazing how much
money a cute little canine face can raise and Kerry will always ensure one is there. Thankyou Kerry.
Talking of fundraising we will be participating in the Dogs’ Home Christmas Appeal outside Woolworths on November 26 th
with little Henry and Lana’s little Mila helping out. We also regularly raise money for the Dogs’ Home by managing the
collection boxes in the Valley which, since last October, have collected over $2,160. $500 was donated to the Dogs’ Home
after this year’s garage sale where we raised a total of $1,100. We are also helping out with their ‘Bonding’ fundraiser which
will consist of raffling the pictures in an exhibition of donated art works at Reba Sear Café on November 13 th. And the really
good news is that PUPPACINOS will be served.
Obviously our efforts for the Dogs’ Home mirror our concern for the welfare of dogs and because of that we have been
actively involved in collecting signatures for the petition to the State Government demanding that they stop funding
greyhound racing. This includes Alison and Mandy spending a lot of time distributing flyers in Ranelagh and Huonville.
Sadly, the Government response has been a slap in the face but we will continue to support the cause as the key players
will never give up.
We are also looking forward to participating in the RSPCA’s Pet Expo at Princes Wharf, Hobart with Tasmanian Dog
Walking Clubs of which we remain a member. This was scheduled for November but has been postponed for the present.
We still intend to participate. Alison has booked the Huonville Bowling Club for a barefoot bowls fundraiser in February and
we will continue assisting the Cygnet Folk Festival in January in our essential role of mobile poo bag dispensers.
Thank you to our members for your ongoing support.
Val Andrews, President, HVDWA
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SPRING AWARENESS
We are well into spring, but whilst this season brings warmer days, it also brings parasites. Parasite infections in pets are
one of the most common issues seen by vets. Parasites are organisms that live and feed off other creatures. For our pets,
these are things like fleas, ticks and intestinal worms. If left undetected, they can cause serious health problems.
Fleas are tiny, dark brown parasitic insects that infest the coat and skin of pets. They can jump up to 150 times their own
length, making the transfer of fleas easy. One of the first signs of a flea infestation in your pet is itching. You may be able to
see one or more fleas moving around on the surface of your pet’s skin. There also may be tiny black particles that look like
dirt which are actually flea droppings. A common area to locate these is just above the tail.

The most common ticks in Tasmania are the brown, bush and the deadly paralysis tick. Although the paralysis tick is less
common than our other tick species, it is by far the most dangerous parasite when it comes to your pet. Paralysis ticks are
deadly without appropriate veterinary treatment including antitoxin.
Intestinal worms, as their name suggests, are parasites that live inside your pet’s intestines. These worms’ range in size
from small to surprisingly up to 18cm in length! That is as big as a dinner fork! Most species of animal, as well as humans,
can be infected with intestinal worms. Common intestinal worms in Australian pets are:
Roundworm, Tapeworm, Whipworm and Hookworm
Fortunately, it is easy to prevent your pet from contracting parasites if you take the right steps. Prevention is the key to flea,
tick and worm control!
Your vet has a range of over-the-counter products that will suit your pet based on their weight.
Information kindly provided by:
Huon Valley Veterinary Hospital
Phone: 6264 3002
www.huonvalley.vet

Paralysis Tick

Photo used with permission of Gordon Veterinary
Hospital, Gordon, NSW. Photographer—Janie Goodyer,

Issue 39, November 2022

Page 4

Upcoming events
Bonded: Community Art Exhibition Venue: Reba Sear (121 Main St, Huonville).
Date: Sunday 13 Nov 2022. Time: 10am – 2pm. Free entry. All funds raised will go to the Dogs’ Homes, providing care and
homes for Tassie’s lost, abandoned and unwanted dogs.
Live music by local legend Montz Matsumoto • Pup portraits • Puppaccinos •
Local art • Happy Tails free dog goodie bags, paw-dicures and grooming consults • Fundraising stalls •
Raffle hampers to be won • Kids’ story time
On-lead doggos are welcome in the outdoor event area. HVDWA will also be there to support this fantastic event in aid of
The Dogs’ Homes of Tasmania.
Christmas Appeal, The Dogs’ Homes of Tasmania: On Saturday 26 November, HVDWA members will collect donations
outside Woolworths in Huonville.
Children’s Art Competition: HVDWA, together with PETstock and Woolworths, will sponsor a children’s art competition in
Huon News with entries opening on 30 November. Children will be invited to draw a picture of their dog, or a dog they know,
with great prizes to be won! Check Huon News on 30 November for further information.
Cygnet Folk Festival: Members of HVDWA will be out and about during the Cygnet Folk Festival on 14 and 15 January in
our essential role of mobile poo bag dispensers! We will also have some treats for the music-loving dogs.

Fundraising event, Sunday afternoon 12 February, Huonville Bowling Club: Note the date! More information will be
available early in the new year.

Maggellie’s Pets in Need Stephanie Beeston
Maggellie’s Pets in Need is named after my two Labradors,
Maggie and Ellie, who have been in my family for so long.
To me my pets are my world and I love them with all my
heart and soul. I would do anything for them to make them
comfortable and to prolong their lives.
Recently I had the unfortunate experience of one of my girls
becoming seriously ill. The journey has been heartwrenching and no sacrifice has been too great to help with
the wellbeing of Maggie. She is a hero. She never
complains and is trying hard to get better every day. Vet
bills can be expensive and I am so grateful I have been
fortunate enough to be able to help Maggie. She is worth
every sleepless night and every tear that falls as I do my
best to help her. She has done so much for me that I will
always be in her debt.
While Maggie was sick I realised that there must be other
people with pets in our community who may not be in a
position to provide their pets with essential care. So I
started Maggellie’s Pets in Need.
I hope this fund will be used to help pets and their owners
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Maggie

both now and in the future.
The fund is currently used by the Hobart, Sandy Bay,
Kingston and Huonville vets as well as some other vets in
the surrounding area. These veterinary clinics will
nominate a beneficiary as the need arises. Your support
will make all the difference to the life of a pet and their
owner in our area.
To make a donation the finance details are:
BSB633-000. Acc: 1577 20392 Follow us on facebook.
Page 5

Some Pics from 2022...
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The pawfect gift this Christmas?
For that special someone who loves dogs and baking!
Our new recipe book is packed with healthy, tasty treat
recipes and tips on what you can and can’t feed your dog.
A must in every kitchen and only $10.00!
If you’d like a copy, email to huondogwalkers@gmail.com
to arrange delivery or call 0424 504 043.
Also available at our walks and Xmas party.
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Last walks for 2022!
ALL WALKS COMMENCE AT 10.30AM unless specified. Each walk takes about 1 hour.
Don’t forget to bring poo bags and water for your dog(s).
If the weather looks inclement on walk day, please check our facebook page or website
www.dogwalkingtas.org.au
Wednesday 9 November – Louisa Street,
Ranelagh:
Park at the Ranelagh green, near the new Catholic Church.
Cross Agnes Street, turn right then turn left into Louisa
Street, walk along to Glen Road. Cross the bridge over
Mountain River then walk along to the back of Tassal and
return. This is an on-lead walk.
Sunday 20 November – Verona Sands:
If coming from Huonville, drive south through Cygnet (turn
left at roundabout) then drive south along the Channel
Highway for about 14kms (keep going past the Randalls
Bay turn-off) until you come to the sign for Verona Sands.
Turn right into Doyle Avenue then right again into Lovering
Ave, following the signs to the toilets. Park here, then go
down to the beach and let the dogs off for a lovely play and
swim.
Wednesday 7 December – Franklin Foreshore:
Meet in the car park below Osteria @ Petty Sessions. Dogs
must be on lead until we are past the Caravan Park. They
can then go off lead until we reach the Wooden Boat Shed
and once again there is the opportunity for a play and a
swim before we return the same way.
Saturday 17 December – Randalls Bay:
If coming from Huonville drive through Cygnet (turn left at
the roundabout) then drive south along the Channel Highway until you come to the turnoff to Randalls Bay. Drive
down the hill and park near the barbecue area.
Dogs must be on lead until we are past the barbecue area
then they can be off lead for a nice run and a swim.
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Off lead and under control ?
Several of our walks are ‘off-lead’ but please be aware that , under the Dog Act, it is the owners responsibility to keep their dog
under control and in sight at all times.
We love to see our dogs running free and playing together but
sometimes there maybe a distraction or situation where your dog
is not
responding to you as he/she normally would and needs to go
back on the lead. You may need to put your dog on a lead if he
or she:
• Has poor recall
• Has a habit of running off out of your sight
• Is aggressive or upsetting other dogs
• Is behaving in a way that endangers itself or others
• Any other situation where you feel that you don’t have control of

your dog.

In addition to putting a dog on lead for the behaviours outlined, it
is an owners prerogative to have their dog on lead during any of
the walks if they feel it is in the best interest of the dog.
We hope this information helps you and your dog to have a fun
and relaxing walk.
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New Members Welcome
If you’d like to become a member, simply fill out this form and send it to the
address below or, join us on a walk and deliver it personally!

Membership Application/Renewal form
Huon Valley Dog Walking Association (Inc)
To October 2023
Member No (if known)..................
Name (s)..............................................................................................................................................................
Address ..............................................................................................................................................................
Dog(s) Name(s)..................................................................................................................................................

Phone(s)..............................................................................................................................................................
Email (Please print)..........................................................................................................................................
Amount tendered $................. subscription for
 $20.00 Single Membership OR  $25.00 Family Membership
My Dog(s) vaccination is current (Yes/No)..........................

You and your dog(s) participate in Huon Valley Dog Walking Association walks and activities at your own
risk. The responsibility for your safety and the safety of your dog rests with you as a responsible member of the
Association.
Signed: ..............................................................................................................

Date: _ _/_ _/_ _ _ _

Enquiries to: PO Box 186, Huonville, Tas 7109
Ph: 0424 504 043 or email: huondogwalkers@gmail.com
Pay: Huon Valley Dog Walking Association Inc.

Cash/Cheque/ EFT BSB – 633000 Account No – 144419819
Reference is your surname: ___________________________ or your membership number if you have one.
Please forward this form with payment to the above address if paying by post.
A receipt and membership card will be issued for new members.
TOV
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